
IMPORTANT INFORMATION: 

COVID-19 has surged in the past few weeks at an alarming rate in Orange County (122 total cases with 82 in the 

last two weeks) of which most of the new cases were linked to the ice hockey spreading event in Barre and 

Halloween parties. Since October 1, 71% of cases associated with an outbreak are linked to a private party or 

social gathering.  As we move indoors and holidays are coming up, It is expected that cases will continue to 

climb over the next six weeks and will surpass anything we have already seen.  We must all do our part to keep 

the numbers down.  The Strafford Emergency Management team met last night to go over the changes to state 

protocols and to make sure we have what we need to get through this surge in cases.  Also, several selectboard 

members attended a meeting held by the Agency of Human Services to check in with Orange County Officials 

and to brief us with the latest information.  The Health Commission Mark Levine and Human Services Secretary 

Mike Smith were in attendance and emphasized the importance of adhering to the state restrictions.   

So here we are once again faced with some additional difficult restrictions and especially during the holiday 

season (see below), by far the hardest will be the prohibition of multi-household gatherings.  With Thanksgiving 

next week we urge you to comply with this restriction.   

Among the new restrictions: 

• Multi-household gatherings — indoor or outdoor, in public or private spaces — are prohibited. 

• Effective Saturday November 14th at 10 p.m., bars and social clubs are closed to in-person service. 

• Restaurants can remain open to in-person service, but must cease in-person service at 10 p.m. nightly. 

Takeout can continue. 

• Restaurants, museums, gyms and other establishments must keep logs for contact tracing. 

• Vermonters must comply with health department contact tracers. 

• Recreational sports will be put on hold, apart from those sanctioned by the Vermont Principals 

Association. 

Please remember to use masks, stay 6 feet apart, limit contact to 15 minutes, stay home if you can and wash 

your hands.   

The Selectboard and Strafford COVID-19 Response Team will continue to monitor the situation and share 

information as it comes in.   Josh Kahan, Public Information Officer, Strafford COVID-19 Response Team and 

Emergency Management Director will be sending out this information. 

If you have concerns or questions about what safety steps you need to take, please consult the Vermont Dept of 

Health website https://www.healthvermont.gov/topic/coronavirus-covid-19 or call 211. 

Thank you, 

The Strafford Selectboard, 

Toni Pippy, Brent Cadwell, Rett Emerson, Mary Linehan and Patrik Kelley 

https://www.healthvermont.gov/topic/coronavirus-covid-19%20%20%20or%20call%20211

