
TOWN HOUSE ADVISORY GROUP 
MINUTES 

February 16, 2017 
  
Present: Rockwell Fuller, Curt Albee, Martha Manheim, Steve Handy, Silas Treadway, Paul 
Kifner.  Guest consultant: Jon Albee 
  
  
1) Curt’s brother Jon presented his plan for supporting a fundraiser for the spire project: a 
performance by a music group from Burlington called Dwight and Nicole on the first 
Saturday in June. The performance will be underwritten by the Albee Family. His plan is 
designed to make the event profitable for us.   With great generosity, he proposed to create a 
year-round website dedicated to funding the spire and long-range news about activities in the 
Town House.   He said he would undertake its launch and management, and he suggested 
we should supply materials to support its effectiveness: photographs, a video, perhaps a 
thermometer measuring progress on spire funding.  It could supply details on how to 
contribute, where to send donations, tax free rules, as well as news about all events at the 
Town House.   He noted that the website could link to the Strafford website but would 
allow our news not to get lost in the great variety of information offered there.  The 
Strafford website could also show a link to our special site, with its current emphasis on the 
spire. 
                    He said that a combined program of music and food and drink would be most 
successful in securing a big audience for the June 3 event.  We talked about continuing the 
beer-tasting party of the last two early summer events, as well as other options for food, t-
shirts, etc. for the event in order to fill the Town House (200 people).   We discussed the 
possibility of having tickets for outside as well, noting that they might not be able to hear the 
music well. 
              The five members of the Group present voted unanimously to proceed with his 
proposal, and to invite Dwight and Nicole for the event.   A contract with them needs to be 
signed to set the conditions and time and date, necessary before any publicity.   He said he 
could get the website going within three weeks, but we would need posters, postcards, and 
any other publicity to attract people from outside Strafford itself.  We also considered 
attracting sponsors from local businesses and possibly foundations. 
  
2) Silas reported that the Timber Framers Guild  had responded positively to the offer to 
hold their September 2017 annual meeting in Strafford at the Town House.  There was some 
discussion of where the members could be housed, and plans for a tour of timber frame 
buildings in Strafford as part of the program.   The committee was enthusiastic. 
3) The annual Town House Cleanup date was set for Sunday, April 30 from 10 a.m. to 1p.m. 
4) The 600 spire appeals letters were being folded and envelopes stuffed by Cindy Binzen 
even as we met.  Thank you, Cindy! 
5) Plans were made for making the TH ready for Town Meeting.   Snow needs to be cleared 
all the way to the Back House.  
6) It was noted that a new LED floodlight in front of the Town House has been installed by 
Tom Root.  Rocky said he would continue to monitor the timing of the light. 
And a new clock minder, will take over that duty from Scott Knoerlein. 
7) Next meeting of THAG will be March 23 at Martha Manheim’s house. 



 


