
Town House Advisory Group 
May 19, 2016 

 
Present:  Rocky Fuller, Silas Treadway, Steve Handy, Curt Albee, Paul Kifner, Martha 
Manheim 
  
Two fee waiver requests were approved, on the grounds of their being town  
Events’ with the hope that a contribution from each might be forthcoming: Newton School 
graduation on June 9, and a historical society meeting honoring citizens in Strafford ninety 
years old or more on June 19 (?) 
  
A four year contract with Home Partners for painting the Town House was approved by the 
Select Board.  Painting will after July 1.  The contract continues the practice of painting one 
side of the building each year.  The group decided not to ask this company to repair and 
paint the spire, and a discussion of possible approaches to doing the spire separately.  Silas 
said he could build a scaffold, having priced the cost of renting a lift.  Curt raised the 
question of taking the spire down and doing the repairs on the ground, and several 
suggestions of possible people who could take it down were made. The ball of the spire 
needs to be replaced, the spire to be reshingled, and the weathervane to be 
refurbished.  Some discussion of cost ensued, and possible resources, including state 
historical restoration grant (deadline October 8), town endowment funds for the building, 
and fundraising.   Some photographs with high detail capability would be helpful, and 
various people who might help were suggested. This is a major and necessary next project 
for the Advisory Group. 
  
Details about the fundraiser Beer Tasting outside the Town House on June 4 were 
discussed.  It was decided that the focus should be on the local community, with the chance 
to get together, since Brocklebank beer might attract too many people if we publicized it 
beyond the Strafford,  as its popularity grows.  Therese Linehan is in charge of arrangements 
and snacks.   
  
A new special event has been scheduled for July 1 in the Town House—the musical group 
Twangtown Paramours.  Paul Kifner will supply Martha with the full schedule of groups for 
the Tuesday concerts on the common starting in July(?)   The library reading series will take 
place on four Thursdays in August. 
  
Arrangements are being made for regular cleaning of the Backhouse, as well as special 
cleaning after events if necessary, money for it deriving from the income heretofore spent on 
Portapotties.   Longterm regular maintenance of the system will be overseen by members of 
THAG, they having received instruction from the suppliers of the toilets.  
  
Since Rocky will be away in June, Curt will call a meeting if reason emerges and let people 
know by email. 
 


