
Strafford Selectboard Meeting Minutes 
July 8, 2020 
Town Office and via Zoom 

 
Members present: Toni Pippy, Pat Kelly, Rett Emerson, Mary Linehan 

 
Others present: Jon McKinnon, and via zoom, John Frietag, Aileen Lem, Eric Lopez, Jennifer 
Brown, Brett Tofel, Quinn Thomashow 
 
Meeting called to order at 6:02 pm 
 
1) Public Concerns  
John Freitag called in to express his desire for the select board to use the funds that were added to 
last year’s budget by the voters to do some paving maintenance so that the town can keep our paved 
roads from deteriorating to the point of needing major work.  He suggested trying to tag onto the 
work that is being done in Thetford on Rte. 132 and that we may get a price break from paving 
company while they are in town. 
Aileen Lem called in to inform the select board of the work that she along with other residents are 
doing to draft a proposed Code of Ethics for all Town employees and officials.   
Eric Lopez called in to speak to the work that he has done researching with our State 
Representative, the Vermont League of Cities and Towns, and other State officials to work through 
the language of a proposed Code of Ethics and to try to help guide the board as it works through 
this process. 
Jennifer Brown wanted to invite a member of the Selectboard to participate in these discussions 
about a Code of Ethics, it was also noted that any resident that wanted to add to this discussion is 
welcome to. 
Brett Tofel called in to talk about the research he has done about how to best implement any Code 
of Ethics that might be adopted by the select board. 
 
2) Emergency Management COVID 19 update 
No new updates 

 
Town Highways and Equipment Update 
Summer Projects list 

-Jon McKinnon reported that work continues with mowing, grading, summer projects and 
managing road improvement grant work.  Gravel is being put down on some portions of 
town roads where ditch improvement projects are being done to improve mud season 
conditions. 
-Jon will get a price from paving contractor on putting a top leveling coat on Rte 132 from 
Thetford town line to the Catholic Church.   
-After reviewing all the bids, Jon recommends that the town purchase the Freightliner truck, 
competitive price, equivalent specs, and lower and easier maintenance.  No action taken, the 
board will do this at their next meeting. 
-The select board will work with the Town Clerk and Road Foreman to streamline and 
standardize procedures for applying for and managing road improvement grants. 
-The road crew has been busy hauling gravel and sand over the summer to maintain the 
town stockpile. 



-Work will be done to compile an email/phone list for town road crew members in order to 
better communicate about downed trees; the town appreciates the town road crew being 
available after hours to keep our roads open after trees fall into and across the roadway. 
-There was a discussion about the possibility of working with our adjoining towns in order 
to request that the State reclassify Route 132 as a Class 1 Highway.  The select board will 
work with Jon to try to think through all the possible ramifications of this proposal. 

 
4) Correspondence  

-Email updates from the State Emergency Operations Center Situation Reports, re: COVID 
19, Vermont Department of Health.  We also received emails from The Office of the 
Governor, TRORC and VLTC 
-Jennifer Brown, working on a proposed Town Code of Ethics   
-Scott Olson, RE: Re: FEMA Risk MAP Discovery project. Ammonoosuc, Waits, and White 
River Watersheds.  Thanks to the Conservation Commission for working on this. 
-Phoebe Mix called to inquire about the Town Office renovation project.  There has been no 
new work on this project, is on hold for now.  
-Charles Denton, RE: Moran Dogs Still Barking.  Orange County Sheriff’s office has been 
contacted. 
-Ed Hathaway, RE: E-Mine - Route 132 and Mine Road Resurfacing Work.  Ed updated the 
board about the work they are doing this summer as they finish up the Elizabeth Mine 
remediation. 
-Doc Bagley, RE: Grassroots Fund Grow Grant.  Doc Bagley and the Strafford Energy and 
Climate Committee have been awarded a grant to continue their successful work helping to 
provide window inserts to town residents. 
-Tim Denny, RE: Appointment of New Lister.  Discussion was had about the need to 
appoint a new Lister. 
-Nick Clark, RE: Rte 132.  Nick is the Thetford select board chair and is working with 
Norwich, Sharon, and Strafford to try to improve conditions on Route 132. 
-Peter Orgain, RE: Alger Brook Road Concerns raised about the appearance and cost of 
ditch improvement projects on Alger Brook Road.  These ditch improvement projects are 
primarily paid for by state grants and because of this need to be done to the state 
specifications.  They are designed to help keep roads dry during mud season and to avoid 
costly road washouts during flood events. 
-National Prescription Opiate Litigation, RE:  Filing a Proof of Claim in the Purdue 
Bankruptcy.  Acknowledged. 
-Email from Brett Kay, Project Manager, Nobis, RE: E-Mine – E-Mine - Updated Schedule 
for Mine Road Reclaiming and Paving Work.  Acknowledged and road work schedule has 
been posted. 
-Aileen Lem, RE: Addition to the July 8 agenda.  Aileen spoke during Public Concerns 
portion of meeting. 
-Sarah Kinney, RE: Sarah Kinney Dog Bite.  Select board was made aware that a person was 
attacked and bitten by a dog while working in someone’s home.  She has been advised to 
contact Vermont State Police. 

 
 

5) Approve minutes.   Motion passed to approve the June 24th regular meeting 
 
6) BCA Elections. 



August 11th elections will be held as usual in the Townhouse.  Precautions will be taken due to 
Covid-19. 
 
7) Liaison Updates 
The board discussed the possibility of issuing a fine to people who burn without a permit.  A 
decision was made to not take any action at this time. 
 
The board discussed the vacancy in the position of the Town Dog Officer and the possibility of not 
having a Town Dog Officer in the future.  No decision was made; the board appreciates all the work 
that Janet has done as Town Dog Officer over the years. 
 
The board discussed a complaint about road work on Van Dyke Road.  The board has looked at the 
road work and determined that all work that has been done is consistent with town road 
maintenance practices. 
 
8) Other 
 
Due to schedule conflicts the next select board meeting will take place on a Tuesday, July 21st. 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 7:50 pm 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Pat Kelly, as Recording Clerk  
 


