
Strafford Energy Committee – Minutes from Tuesday July 15, 7:30 pm, Upstairs Town 
Clerks.  
In attendance: Ken Alton, Barbara Smith, Dori Wolfe, Lee Volmelker, Gus Speth and 
Janet Cavanagh. 
 

1) Minutes from 06/24 meeting were approved.  
2) The Committee met with Blake Spenser and walked around the vault to 

understand the Blake’s ideas for weatherization and maintaining the historic 
character of the building. He will provide a cost estimate and Ken and Dori will 
summit the proposal to Efficiency Vt. The weatherization work for the $10,000 
prize from the Orange County Vermont Home Energy Challenge needs to be 
approved and spent by November.  

3) Lee Volmelker spoke of his research into alternative community solar possibilities 
and explained that he posted the questionnaire in an effort to understand the 
interests of the community in solar power and alternative energy. Also he has 
made enquires to various local and state officials regarding the possibility of a 
smaller community array at the Elizabeth Mine. This is in direct conflict and has 
undermined the larger array at the Elizabeth mine that the committee and now 
Wolfe Energy has been working on for 4yrs. The committee supports the large 
Array at the Elizabeth Mine and will support Dori Wolfe in this effort by all means, 
and has encouraged Lee to stop undermining this effort. 

4) The committee discussed the many solar power initiatives in VT. Lee discussed 3 
different financial and ownership structures for community solar power. Gus 
brought up the increasing interest in heat pumps and the initiatives from 
Efficiency Vt. We also discussed Suncommon as a company with a no $ down 
financing strategy and a possible solar array/heat pump package.   

5) Edible pocket park in South Strafford– Barbara has received approval for the 
pocket park along the river near the soccer field. She will be applying to New 
England Grass Roots for a grant and hopes to begin planting this fall. 

6) Dori Wolfe will hear in Aug whether she has received the certificate of public 
good from the state so that she can build the 108 kilowatt School/Town municipal 
array on Rod Maclay’s property. She will try to get a descriptive brochure for the 
project so that the community to post on the town website.   

7) Solarize Strafford was a great success with the quantity of systems enabling the 
top tier pricing. Solarize Thetford/Strafford doubled the amount of solar in these 
towns and the installations are ongoing.  



8) Suncommon, an outgrowth from VPIRG wants to begin a new initiative providing 
low cost financing for solar projects.  

9) Energy Corner – The energy corner for Aug would discuss some of the possible 
ways to buy solar power, either directly taking advantage of state and federal tax 
rebates, or by investing in large arrays available in neighboring communities. 

10) Next SEC mtg will be Sept 16, 2014 @ 7.30pm 

 
 

Respectfully submitted, Janet Cavanagh, Recording secretary   


